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METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR INTERIOR DESIGN COMPONENT SELECTION 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
[0001] The present invention generally relates to interior decorating, and more particularly 
relates to methods and apparatus for the presentation and selection of interior design 
components. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
[0002] The popularity of home interior decorating and design continues to grow at an 
accelerating rate. Residential consumers demonstrate a strong desire to decorate and 
personalize their homes, apartments, offices, businesses, etc. by spending considerable sums 
on home decorating products and services. However, while residential consumers indicate a 
willingness to decorate their own residential and business spaces, such consumers often 
experience difficulty and frustration when doing so. Selecting colors, textures, patterns, 
accessories, lighting and the like to complement home or business architecture while 
expressing their personality preferences can be a daunting task for consumers who typically 
do not have formal interior decorating and design education. 

[0003] While consumers can retain the services of professional interior decorators and 
designers, that is, those who have or claim to have formal education in these areas, many 
consumers choose not to do so for a variety of reasons. Consumers may find the services of 
such professionals to be cost-prohibitive, particularly when services are needed to decorate 
entire rooms, offices, homes or buildings. Consumers also may find it difficult to find an 
interior decorating and/or design professional that can appreciate and express the 
consumers' personal style preferences. Consumers also may hesitate to hire professional 
interior decorators and designers simply because they find it enjoyable and personally 
rewarding to decorate their own personal spaces. 

[0004] The interior decorating of a residential or consumer space involves the selection of 
one or more of a variety of design elements, including, for example, paint, fabrics, 
carpeting, accessories and the like. However, to select such elements, consumers typically 
find it necessary to visit a variety of home products retailers, view hundreds of paint 
samples, fabric samples, carpeting samples, lighting and accessories, usually under poor 
conditions, and attempt to choose appropriate options with poor to fair staff assistance. 
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Moreover, when decorating an entire room, house or office, consumers usually must select 
wall color, texture and pattern, carpet color, texture and pattern, and fabric color, texture and 
pattern in isolation, attempting to coordinate all the design components without the ability to 
view them together as a design scheme. 

[0005] Accordingly, it is desirable to provide an apparatus that assists a user in selecting a 
decorating scheme. It is also desirable to provide an apparatus that presents to a user a 
plurality of design components viewable at the same time. In addition, it is desirable to 
provide an improved method for selecting a decorating scheme. Furthermore, other 
desirable features and characteristics of the present invention will become apparent from the 
subsequent detailed description of the invention and the appended claims, taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings and this background of the invention. 



BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
[0006] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, there is provided 
an apparatus for presenting a plurality of design components to a user. The apparatus has a 
first plurality of first design component samples and a second plurality of second design 
component samples. A binding mechanism is adapted to bind the first plurality of the first 
design component samples adjacent the second plurality of the second design component 
samples so that at least one design component sample of the first plurality and the second 
plurality can be viewed together. The binding mechanism is also configured to permit at 
least one design component sample of each of the first and the second pluralities to be 
moved about the binding mechanism. 

[0007] According to another exemplary embodiment of the present invention, there is 
provided a method of selecting a decorating scheme from a design component collection. 
The design component collection comprises a first plurality of design component samples 
and a second plurality of design component samples that is disposed proximate to the first 
plurality so that a design component sample from the first plurality is viewable with a 
design component sample from the second plurality. The method comprises the step of 
displaying together a first design component sample of each of the first and second 
pluralities of design component samples. The method further comprises the step of 
displaying a second design component sample of at least one of the first and second 
pluralities of design component samples. The method also comprises the step of selecting at 
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least one design component sample from each of the first and second pluralities to form a 
decorating scheme. 

[0008] According to a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, there is 
provided a method of fabricating a design components guide. The method comprises the 
steps of selecting a plurality of design components based on a decorating style and forming 
a first array and a second array of design component samples from the plurality of design 
components. The method further comprises the step of binding the first and second arrays 
so that at least one design component sample of each of the first and second arrays are 
viewable together. 

[0009] According to yet another exemplary embodiment of the present invention, there is 
provided an apparatus for viewing a plurality of design components. The apparatus 
comprises a first plurality of design component samples. At least one design component 
sample of the first plurality is adapted to be rotated about an axis. The apparatus further 
comprises a second plurality of design component samples disposed adjacent the first 
plurality of design component samples. At least one design component sample of the 
second plurality is adapted to be rotated about the axis. A third plurality of design 
component samples is disposed adjacent the second plurality of design component samples. 
At least one design component sample of the third plurality is adapted to be rotated about 
the axis. At least one design component sample of each of the first plurality, the second 
plurality and the third plurality can be viewed together. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0010] The present invention will hereinafter be described in conjunction with the 
following drawing figures, wherein like numerals denote like elements, and 
[0011] FIG. 1 is a schematic representation of a design component guide in accordance 
with one exemplary embodiment of the invention; 

[0012] FIG. 2 is a schematic representation of the design component guide of FIG. 1 with 
design component samples rotated about a binding mechanism; and 

[0013] FIG. 3 is a flow chart of a method of selecting a decorating scheme for a consumer 
in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
[0014] The following detailed description of the invention is merely exemplary in nature 
and is not intended to limit the invention or the application and uses of the invention. 
Furthermore, there is no intention to be bound by any theory presented in the preceding 
background of the invention or the following detailed description of the invention. 
[0015] The various embodiments of the present invention relate to apparatus and methods 
that facilitate the interior decorating of a living or working environment, such as, for 
example, a room or office of a residential property, an entire interior of a residential 
property, a room or office of a commercial property, an entire interior of a commercial 
property, and the like. The various embodiments of the present invention may be utilized by 
any person that seeks to decorate the interior of a living or working environment, including 
homeowners, apartment dwellers and other consumers that do not have formal interior 
decorating education. The various embodiments of the present invention may also be useful 
to professional decorators and designers that have such formal education and seek to 
decorate an environment for themselves or for another person. 

[0016] In accordance with one exemplary embodiment of the present invention, an 
apparatus 10 for presenting a plurality of design components to a user, hereinafter referred 
to as a design components guide, is illustrated in FIG. 1. Design components guide 10 
comprises a first plurality or array 12 of first design component samples 18 and a second 
plurality or array 14 of second design component samples 20. The design components may 
comprise any suitable interior decorating or design elements, such as, for example, color, 
patterns, textures, materials, and the like. The design component samples 18, 20 may be 
samples, tabs, strips or stubs of a design component itself or of material that displays a 
design component. For example, the samples may be made from cardboard stock, paper, 
plastic or the like that displays the design component, such as a color or a pattern, on at least 
one side of the sample. Alternatively, the samples may be samples, tabs, strips or stubs of 
the design component itself, such as, for example, samples of carpet, samples of textiles, 
samples of materials such as tile, slate and the like, etc. 

[0017] Design components guide 10 further comprises a binding mechanism 16. Binding 

mechanism 16 may comprise any suitable mechanism that binds, fastens, connects, or 

associates first plurality 12 of first design component samples 18 and second plurality 14 of 

second design components 20 together such that one of the first design components samples 

18 may be viewed with one of the second design component sample 20. Binding 

mechanism 16 also is configured to permit a user to rotate about an axis, such as an axis of 
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binding mechanism 16, or otherwise turn, flip or move at least one of the first plurality 12 of 
first design component samples 18 and at least one of the second plurality 14 of second 
design component samples 20 so that various samples of the two pluralities may be viewed 
at the same time. FIG. 2 illustrates apparatus 10 with various design component samples 18, 
20 having been rotated about binding mechanism 16. Suitable examples of binding 
mechanism 1 6 include a spiral or coil binding, a comb binding, a two- or more-ring binding, 
tape binding, and the like. Preferably, binding mechanism 16 comprises spiral binding that 
permits the design component samples of the first and second pluralities 12, 14 to be rotated 
around an axis of the spiral binding so that each of the design component samples of the 
first plurality 12 can be viewed with each of the design component samples of the second 
plurality 14. 

[0018] In one exemplary embodiment of the invention, the first design component 

samples 1 8 are of a different type of design component than the second design component 

samples 20. For example, in this embodiment, the first design component samples 18 may 

comprise color samples, such as wall paint color samples, and the second design component 

samples 20 may comprise carpet samples. In yet another exemplary embodiment of the 

invention, the first design component samples 1 8 and the second design component samples 

20 are the same type of design components samples, such as, for example, color samples. In 

another, preferred, exemplary embodiment of the invention, the first design component 

samples 18 and the second design component samples 20 both comprise the same design 

components. For example, first design component samples 18 and second design 

component samples 20 may comprise the same color samples. In a more preferred 

embodiment of the invention, the second plurality 14 of second design component samples 

20 comprise the same design component samples as the first plurality 12 of first design 

component samples 18 but the second design component samples 20 of the second plurality 

14 are organized in a sequence that is different from a sequence in which the first design 

component samples 18 of the first plurality 12 are organized. This embodiment permits a 

user to mix and match various design component samples. For example, if the design 

component samples of the first and second pluralities 12, 14 comprise color samples, color 

samples from each of the first and second pluralities 12, 14 may be selected in accordance 

with a particular color theme. In this manner, the user can view two color samples of a 

particular color theme to develop an interior decorating scheme. In another embodiment of 

the invention, two opposing sides of the design component samples 18, 20 may display the 

same design component. Accordingly, by rotating design component samples of the first 
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and second pluralities about the binding mechanism 16, the user can view three or four 
different design components at the same time. 

[0019] In another exemplary embodiment of the invention, the first design component 
samples 1 8 may be of a different size than the second design component samples 20. For 
example, first design component samples 1 8 may be larger than second design component 
samples 20. In this regard, first design component samples 18 may serve as focal point 
samples for a design scheme and the second design component samples may serve as 
supporting samples for the design scheme. 

[0020] In another exemplary embodiment of the present invention, apparatus 10 may 

comprise a third plurality 22 of third design component samples 24. Third design 

component samples 24 may comprise any design component and design component sample 

as described above for first and second design component samples 18, 20. Third plurality 

22 of third design component samples 24 may also be bound or fastened with first plurality 

12 of first design component samples 18 and second plurality 14 of second design 

component samples 20 by binding mechanism 16 so that one of each of the first design 

component samples 18, second design component samples 20 and third design component 

samples 24 may be viewed together. In a preferred embodiment of the invention, at least 

one of the third design component samples 24 may be rotated, turned, flipped or otherwise 

moved so that another design component sample of third plurality 24 can be viewed. 

[0021] In one exemplary embodiment of the invention, the first design component 

samples 1 8 and/or second design component samples 20 are of a different type of design 

components than third design component samples 24. In yet another exemplary 

embodiment of the invention, the first design component samples 18, the second design 

component samples 20 and/or the third design component samples 24 are the same type of 

design components samples, such as, for example, color samples. In another, preferred, 

exemplary embodiment of the invention, the first design component samples 18, the second 

design component samples 20, and the third design component samples 24 comprise the 

same design component samples. For example, first design component samples 18, second 

design component samples 20, and third design component samples 24 are the same color 

samples. In a more preferred embodiment of the invention, the second plurality 14 of 

second design component samples 20 and the third plurality 22 of third design component 

samples 24 comprise the same design component samples as the first plurality 12 of first 

design component samples 18 but the first plurality 12, the second plurality 14, and the third 

plurality 22 are each organized in different sequences. This embodiment permits a user to 
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mix and match three different design component samples. In interior decorating schemes, 
three different but coordinating or complementing colors typically are used to decorate a 
room or space. Accordingly, in this embodiment of the present invention, three different 
colors may be viewed at the same time and selected to develop an interior decorating 
scheme. 

[0022] In another embodiment of the invention, two opposing sides of the design 
component samples of the first plurality 12, second plurality 14 and/or third plurality 22 
may display the same design component. In this manner, by moving design component 
samples of the first, second and third pluralities about binding mechanism 16, the user can 
view four, five or six different design components at the same time. 

[0023] In another exemplary embodiment of the present invention, apparatus 1 0 also may 
comprise a fourth plurality 26 of fourth design component samples 28. Fourth design 
component samples 28 may comprise any design component and design component sample 
as described above for first and second design component samples 18, 20. Fourth plurality 
26 of fourth design component samples 28 may also be bound or fastened with first plurality 
12 of first design component samples 18, second plurality 14 of second design component 
samples 20, and third plurality 22 of third design components 24 by binding mechanism 16 
so that one of each of the first design component samples 18, second design component 
samples 20, third design component samples 24, and fourth design component samples 28 
may be viewed together. In a preferred embodiment of the invention, at least one of the 
fourth design component samples 28 may be rotated, turned, flipped or otherwise moved so 
that another design component sample of fourth plurality 26 can be viewed. It will be 
appreciated that design component guide 1 0 further may comprise a fifth, sixth or any other 
number of pluralities of design component samples, each bound by binding mechanism 16 
such that at least one of each of the pluralities of design component samples may be viewed 
together. It also will be appreciated that two opposing sides of the design component 
samples of the fourth plurality 26 and of the design component samples of any other 
additional plurality may display design components so that, by rotating the design 
component samples about binding mechanism 16, a user can view any suitable number of 
design components together. 

[0024] In one exemplary embodiment of the invention, the first design component 

samples 18, second design component samples 20, and/or third design component samples 

24 are of a different type of design component than fourth design component samples 28. In 

yet another exemplary embodiment of the invention, the first design component samples 18, 
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the second design component samples 20, the third design component samples 24 and/or the 
fourth design component samples 28 are the same type of design components samples, such 
as, for example, color samples. In another, preferred, exemplary embodiment of the 
invention, the first design component samples 18, the second design component samples 20, 
and the third design component samples 24 comprise the same design component samples 
and the fourth design component samples 28 comprise design component samples that 
complement at least one of the first, second and third design component samples 18, 20 and 
24. For example, first design component samples 18, second design component samples 20, 
and third design component samples 24 may comprise the same color samples of a color 
theme and the fourth design component samples 28 may comprise neutral color samples that 
coordinate with or complement the color theme. In this manner, a user can view and select 
three colors of a color theme along with a neutral color that complements the color theme. 
[0025] In another exemplary embodiment of the invention, the first, second, third, and 
fourth design component samples may be of various sizes. For example, first design 
component samples 18 may be of a larger size than second and third design component 
samples 20, 24. In this regard, first design component samples 1 8 may serve as focal point 
samples for a design scheme and second and third design component samples 20, 24 may 
serve as supporting samples for the design scheme. Similarly, fourth design component 
samples 28 may be of smaller size than first, second and/or third design component samples 
18, 20, 24. In this regard, fourth design component samples 28 may serve as neutral or 
accent design component samples of a design scheme that is based on the first, second and 
third design component samples. It will be appreciated, however, that first, second, third, 
and fourth design component samples 18, 20, 24, 28 may have any other suitable size 
variation or may all be of the same size. 

[0026] In another embodiment of the present invention, design component guide 1 0 may 
comprise a back cover 30. Back cover 30 may provide support and stability to design 
component guide 10 and, depending on the type of binding mechanism 16 used, may 
prevent the first, second, third and/or fourth pluralities of design component samples from 
rotating into each other. 

[0027] In a further embodiment of the present invention, design component guide 10 may 

comprise a front cover 32. Front cover 32 may provide support and stability to design 

component guide 10 and, depending on the type of binding mechanism 16 used, may 

prevent the first, second, third and/or fourth pluralities of design component samples from 

rotating into each other. It will be appreciated that design component guide 10 also may 
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comprise any additional pages or sheets, design component samples, instructions, and the 
like. For example, design component guide 1 0 may comprise instructional pages that give 
brief instruction on interior decorating and/or on methods for using the design component 
guide 10. 

[0028] The design component samples of design component guide 10 may be selected and 
collected into design component guide 10 based on a particular interior decorating theme or 
style. For example, design component guide 10 may comprise color samples, textures, 
patterns or materials that are associated with a modern style of interior decorating, an 
outdoors interior decorating theme, a southwestern style of interior decorating, or the like. 
Accordingly, any number and variety of design component guides 10 may be fabricated, 
each of the various design component guides 10 comprising a collection of design 
component samples that have been selected and combined based on an interior decorating 
theme. 

[0029] In another exemplary embodiment of the present invention, a number of design 
component guides 10 may be fabricated from design component samples that have been 
selected based on various consumer "design color personalities." It is well known in the 
interior decorating industry that particular types of human personalities typically are 
attracted to, prefer, or react to particular types, shades or hues of colors and that colors have 
different effects on people of different personality types. For example, certain human 
personalities may be attracted to or prefer bold colors, other personalities may be attracted 
to or prefer pastel colors, while other personalities may be attracted to or prefer muted 
colors. It is often preferable to decorate a consumer's living or working environment with 
an interior decorating scheme that is based on the consumer's "design color personality," 
that is, the consumer's preferences for and reactions to particular design colors or design 
color schemes. In this manner, the consumer is likely to find her living or working 
environment aesthetically appealing and harmonious with her living or working style. 
[0030] A consumer's design color personality may be deduced from the responses the 
consumer provides to a plurality of questions that are directed to determining color 
preferences. Any number of design color personality tests or questionnaires are well known 
and used by the interior decorating industry to determine a person's design color personality 
or design color preferences and, thus, will not be discussed in further detail herein. 
Accordingly, a variety of design component guides 10 may be fabricated, each based on a 
human design color personality, and a particular design component guide 10 may be 
selected for a consumer based on the consumer's design color personality. Thus, after 
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determining a consumer's design color personality, the consumer, or another individual such 
as an interior decorator, may select a design component guide 10 that comprises colors that 
correspond to the consumer's design color personality. In this manner, a color scheme 
and/or interior decorating theme may be selected from colors or other design components 
that reflect the consumer's personality or that are personalized for a consumer's lifestyle or 
preferences. 

[0031] Referring to FIG. 3, a method 50 for using an exemplary embodiment of the 
present invention to select a decorating scheme for a consumer will now be described. For 
convenience, the method will be described with reference to a design components guide 10 
of FIGS. 1-2 that comprises four pluralities of the same design component samples, each 
plurality organized in a different sequence. However, it will be understood that the method 
may be performed utilizing a design components guide 10 having any suitable number of 
pluralities or arrays of any suitable types of design component samples, each plurality 
organized in any suitable sequence. Further, the method may be performed utilizing 
software that provides to the software user a design components guide having any suitable 
number of pluralities of any suitable types of design component samples and that permits 
the steps of method 50 to be performed via a computer. The method 50 may be performed 
by a consumer or may be performed by another user, such as a professional interior 
decorator, to select a decorating scheme for a living or working environment of the 
consumer. 

[0032] The method 50 begins with the consumer and/or user viewing a design component 

sample from each of the four pluralities 12, 14, 22 and 26 of design component samples of 

the design components guide 10, step 52. The consumer and/or user then may move at least 

one design component sample from at least one of the pluralities 12, 14, 22, 26 of design 

component samples of the design components guide 10 so that a second design component 

sample from at least one of the pluralities 12, 14, 22, 26 of design component samples is 

viewable, step 54. In accordance with one exemplary embodiment of the present invention, 

the design component sample may be moved about binding mechanism 16. Preferably, the 

consumer and/or user views the first plurality 12 of first design component samples 18 by 

rotating each of the first design component samples 18 about binding mechanism 16 or 

otherwise moving a first, top sample of first design component samples 1 8 so that a second 

sample of first design component samples 1 8 is viewable. Likewise, the consumer and/or 

user also may view the second plurality 14 of the second design component samples 20, the 

third plurality 22 of third design component samples 24 and the fourth plurality 26 of the 
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fourth design component samples 28 by rotating at least one of each plurality 14, 22, 26 
about binding mechanism 16. It will be understood that, when method 50 is being 
performed utilizing software, step 54 may be performed by clicking or activating a prompt 
or icon that permits one design component sample from one of the pluralities 12, 14, 22 and 
26 to be removed from the computer screen so that another design component from the 
same plurality can be viewed on the computer screen. 

[0033] Upon viewing at least one design component sample from each of the pluralities 
12, 14, 22 and 26 of the design component samples, the consumer and/or user then may 
select one from at least two of the pluralities 12, 14, 22 and 26 of the decorating samples to 
form a decorating scheme for the consumer's personal environment, step 56. In a preferable 
embodiment of the invention, the consumer and/or user selects one design component 
sample from each of the pluralities 12, 14, 22 and 26 to form a decorating scheme 
comprising four different but complementary design components. It will be understood that, 
when method 50 is being performed utilizing software, step 56 may be performed by 
clicking or activating a prompt or icon that permits a selected design component sample 
from the at least two of the pluralities 12, 14, 22 and 26 to be printed onto paper or other 
material so that the printed sample may be carried to and referenced at interior decorating 
offices or stores or home improvement stores. 

[0034] In another exemplary embodiment of the invention, the design components guide 
10 may be one of a plurality of design components guides. Each of the design components 
guides may have design component samples that are collected together into one design 
components guide based on a particular interior decorating theme, style and/or color. In 
other words, each of the design components guides has design component samples that are 
associated with a particular decorating theme, style and/or color. Method 50 may further 
comprise selecting one from the plurality of design component guides based upon 
personality traits and/or style preferences of the consumer. Such traits and/or preferences 
may be obtained from the consumer via a questionnaire or color/style preference test 
designed to elicit responses from the consumer to questions that are formulated to determine 
the consumer's personality traits and/or style preferences. Alternatively, an interior 
designer may determine a consumer's personal style preferences using other existing 
methods known in the interior decorating industry, such as, for example, showing the 
consumer a variety of interior decorating styles and/or colors and asking the consumer to 
select preferred styles and/or colors. Once the personality traits and/or style preferences of 
the consumer have been determined, the consumer or other user may select a design 
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components guide 10 associated with personality traits and/or style preferences of the 
consumer. 

[0035] While at least one exemplary embodiment has been presented in the foregoing 
detailed description of the invention, it should be appreciated that a vast number of 
variations exist. It should also be appreciated that the exemplary embodiment or exemplary 
embodiments are only examples, and are not intended to limit the scope, applicability, or 
configuration of the invention in any way. Rather, the foregoing detailed description will 
provide those skilled in the art with a convenient road map for implementing an exemplary 
embodiment of the invention. It being understood that various changes may be made in the 
function and arrangement of elements described in an exemplary embodiment without 
departing from the scope of the invention as set forth in the appended claims. 
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